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SAINT-LAURENT DU MARONI,
A CITY OF ART AND HISTORY
Saint-Laurent du Maroni, a river and
cross-border town in western French
Guiana, is full of stories of men and
women who built the territory that
we see today. From 1852 until 1953,
French Guiana was a penal colony.
Since 1982, there have been many
studies on the future of a certain
building in Saint-Laurent du Maroni
that is steeped in history; the building
known as Camp de la Transportation.
What function should be restored
to this place that was initially
intended to “supervise and punish”1 ?

1. Michel Foucault, Surveiller et Punir,
Gallimard, 1975

The municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni
decided to create a community in this town by
giving Camp de la Transportation, which the town
currently owns, various cultural functions. So, the
penal colony, which was abandoned in 1946, and
classified partly as a Historical Monument in 1987,
and then as a whole in 1994, has since been the
subject of continuous renovation with a symbolic,
memorial, innovative and unifying purpose.
It has become, in opposition to its primary
function, a place for exchanges, meetings and
interpretations of the common heritage, just like
the recent experiments carried out at the national
level (in particular with the conversion of the
Musée des colonies de la Porte Dorée in Paris as
a National City of the History of Immigration). By
preserving the memory of the place, it gives it life.

1. Saint-Laurent du Maroni, view from sky
© Aeroprod
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2. Panoramic view of the Camp de la Transportation
© City of Saint-Laurent du Maroni

LE CENTRE D’INTERPRÉTATION DE
L’ARCHITECTURE ET DU PATRIMOINE (CIAP)
Center for the interpretation of architecture and heritage
The choice to create a Centre for the
Interpretation of Architecture and
Heritage (CIAP) in the Camp de la
Transportation corresponds to the
culmination of a policy of restoration and
heritage enhancement in Saint-Laurent
du Maroni which started in 1983. This
goes hand in hand with the establishment
of the City of Art and History Label
(August 2007) and the reflection
around an Area for the Enhancement of
Architecture and Heritage (AVAP) which
act as the basis of this ambitious project.

CIAP aims to highlight the various policies
for enhancing the architecture and heritage
of Saint-Laurent as well as the cultural
diversity of the city by relying on the material
and immaterial heritage of Amerindians,
Caribbean, Creole, European French, Hmong
and Noirs-marrons who make up this territory
of western French Guiana anchored in the
Amazon basin. Responding to its mission of
raising awareness among schoolchildren as
well as the general public, the CIAP welcomes
15,000 visitors each year to Camp de la
Transportation in its exhibition halls, its artistic
and cultural workshops as well as during the
guided tours or cultural events held there.

In order to promote contemporary art, and offer quality exhibitions, allowing a
regular reception of artists at Camp de la Transportation, a two-year programme was
established by the municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni. This programme is centred
on three points :
		
		
		

• Artists’ residency
• Temporary exhibitions
• Artistic and cultural practice workshops
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PARTNERS
As part of the Camp de la Transportation cultural project, and the City of Art and History
label, the Heritage Department hosts heritage exhibition spaces, events with high cultural
added value (festivals, concerts, exhibitions, etc.) and professional cultural structures. These
structures will, periodically and according to the residents’ projects, be held in support of the
artist.
KS AND CO – KOKOLAMPOE
One of the oldest theatre companies in the French departments of America has placed its artistic project
at the heart of the many cultures in the territory of western French Guiana. Its reflection on minority and/
or fragile theatrical cultures, its work of bridging cultural identities (America, Caribbean, Europe), its civic
engagement for access to theatre in terms of training and creation have led to the emergence of cultural
tools of excellence, together with artistic creation, the different stages of activity of the Kokolampoe: Ks
and Co drama centre (a contracted theatre company), Kokolampoe (a performance space of national
interest – specifically art and creation, which hosts professional performances and creative residencies), a
Kokolampoe theatre school (Professional training in performing arts professions), Les Tréteaux du Maroni
(an annual international performing arts festival). The Kokolampoe drama centre will support residents in
dramatic writing. www.kokolampoe.fr

...........................................................................................................................................................
MULTIMEDIA VIDEO WORKSHOP – MARONI IMAGE CENTER
The Maroni Image Centre (https://poleimagemaroni.org/), legal structure, Association Video & Multimedia
Workshop, known as the Regional Centre for Image Education in 2020, developed in 2006 :
• Actions related to various national systems that help support the public in their relationship to images
• A writing residency program and co-production meeting around the creative documentary
« Doc Amazonie Caraïbe » www.poleimagemaroni.org/doc-amazonie-caraibe/
• A local and civic information site, « Chronique du Maroni » www.chronique-du-maroni.fr
• Integration pathways related to cinema, audio-visual and cultural mediation techniques for young
people, as part of a social remobilisation programme, « Ambition Ouest Compétence ».

...........................................................................................................................................................
MANIFACT
The KazLab is the manufacturing laboratory of the MANIFACT association. Also called FabLab, these
structures are collaborative workshops open to the public and equipped with digital machines. They
allow you to progress from the idea to the object, from the project to the prototype. Created by local
actors to offer technical support to everyone, particularly in the cultural field, the Kazlab allows the
inhabitants of western French Guiana to access the technical resources and equipment necessary for their
innovative creations (3D printer, 4-axis milling machine, laser cutter, cutting plotter, «Pro» sewing machine
digital embroidery machine, electronics and robotics, IT and 3D modelling, MAO and video mapping
traditional and hand-held electrical tools, airbrushes, etc.). It thus offers training, popularisation actions
a permanence for its members as well as personalised support for projects with innovative solutions
adapted to local conditions. www.manifact.org
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LA MICRO-FOLIE
Inaugurated on 31 March 2022, the Micro-Folie of Saint-Laurent du Maroni is a digital museum equipped
with a large screen and tablets on supports which allow you to discover the treasures of nearly a hundred
partner institutions and museums. Led by the city of Saint-Laurent du Maroni, it offers in digital version
more than 2,000 works divided into eight collections. The collections bring together partners on a regional
(Collection des Hauts-de-Seine), national (Collection 1, 2 and 3: masterpieces from major national cultural
institutions), European (the collection includes the largest museums Europe) or international (Collection
of European Royal Residences or collection of the Museum of Modern Art and the Museum of Anthropology
of Mexico City, Quebec Collection) scale. A Caribbean – Amazon – Guiana collection is currently being
developed.
Beyond its primary objective of promoting and providing residents with access to museum works, MicroFolie also aims to be a receptacle for experimentation for the youth of Saint-Laurent, promoting visibility
and support between other people, young artists/talents from the region in the sector of creative and
cultural industries (digital art and multimedia). The artist will therefore be required, if he/she is selected, to
present his/her background, work, and artistic approach to introduce young people from western French
Guiana to an artistic profession and to awaken vocations in the field of creative and cultural industries.

3
3. Museum area at the Micro-folie of Saint-Laurent du Maroni
© City of Saint-Laurent du Maroni

SAINT-LAURENT
DU MARONI
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TARGETED APPLICANTS
The call for projects is aimed at professional
visual artists, artisan-creators, and
architectural professionals. The term
“artist” will be used in this document and
designates any artist, artisan or architecture
professional who responds to the call for
projects.
Collectives are allowed to respond to the
call for «exhibition» projects only.
The artist is invited to present a project
about the territory of the municipality of
Saint-Laurent du Maroni in line with his
discipline. He must submit an argument to
support his choice.

RELEVANT PERIOD

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF
ADMISSIBILITY
Any artist who submits a request must be
over the age of 18. French artists must have
a Siret number.
A candidate can simultaneously submit a
project for residency, an artistic practice
workshop, and an indoor exhibition at the
Relegation Collective. He must then provide
a joint administrative file and a technical
file for each application.
To apply, you must not have been the
subject of any criminal conviction, nor of
a civil or administrative sanction likely to
prohibit you from managing, administering,
or directing a legal entity, exercising a
commercial activity or from working with
minors.

This call for projects is for the years 2023
and 2024.
4. Exhibition of the foundry
sculptor and artist Firmin Sanou
© City of Saint-Laurent du Maroni
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THE APPLICATION
FILE
CONTENT OF THE APPLICATION FILE
Artists who wish to register must provide a complete file
electronically via the online form.
Only complete files will be submitted for evaluation. The artist’s file
must include the following elements :

An administrative file

• The application file which can be
downloaded from the town’s website :
www.saintlaurentdumaroni.fr or by request
from the Heritage Department of the
municipality at the following adress
ciap.slm@saintlaurentdumaroni.fr.
• A letter of intention addressed to the Mayor,
Mrs Sophie Charles, 5 rue du LieutenantColonel Chandon, 97320 Saint-Laurent du
Maroni
A single PDF file (10 MB maximum)
containing :
• The candidate’s curriculum vitae ;
• A bank statement ;
• A copy of the identification card or
passport

A technical file

For residence requests
• The presentation of the project and the
schedule for completion.
• A list of the technical and human resources
required accompanied by a budget estimate
for the implementation of the project.
• Any visual or sound document that can be
used to assess the project: photography,
videos, audio files, portfolio, press articles,
etc. (via video platform or digital transfer
link)
• If applicable, the letters of commitment of
the collaborators and the description of their
contribution to the project.

For exhibition requests
• The presentation of the project and the
schedule for completion.
• A list of the technical and human resources
required accompanied by a budget estimate
for the implementation of the project.
• Any visual or sound document that can be
used to assess the project: photography,
videos, audio files, portfolio, press articles,
etc. (via video platform or digital transfer
link)
For workshop requests
• The presentation of the project and the
schedule for completion.
• A list of the technical and human resources
required accompanied by a budget estimate
for the implementation of the project.
• Any visual or sound document that can be
used to assess the project: photography,
videos, audio files, portfolio, press articles,
etc. (via video platform or digital transfer
link)
• An artistic practice workshop sheet
(downloadable from the website
www.saintlaurentdumaroni.fr or by request
from ciap.slm@saintlaurentdumaroni.fr)
To facilitate the administrative processing
of the candidate’s file, all the documents
making up the administrative and technical
file(s) must be attached via the online form
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EVALUATION OF THE REQUEST
All requests will be evaluated by the Heritage Committee of the Municipality of Saint-Laurent
du Maroni. The selection considers the comparative value of the projects, with regard to the
quality of the artistic work, the interest/relevance of the project and its feasibility.
In addition to this, the candidate will be required to present their project by videoconference
to the members of the committee.
The decisions are final and without appeal and retain, for each calendar year :
2 to 3 residency applications
2 to 3 exhibition applications
2 to 3 workshop applications

»
»
»

RECIPIENT OF THE APPLICATION FILE
Mandatory Documents

Artists wishing to register must provide an administrative and technical file via the online
form.

Possible additional documents

Artists who wish to add additional documents that could not be sent through the form, can
send them by post.
For the attention of Mrs Sophie Charles – Mayor of Saint Laurent-du-Maroni
5 rue du Lieutenant-Colonel Chandon - 97320 SAINT-LAURENT DU MARONI

»

- The municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni is not responsible for the loss of any documents provided
or damaged during the transport of these documents by post.
- The municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni considers the postmark to be the date of receipt of the
request.

SCHEDULE
Launch of the call for applications : 30 june 2022
Application deadline : 06 september 2022 Via the online form including the administrative
and technical file(s). For any questions or requests for administrative file formats : ciap.slm@
saintlaurentdumaroni.fr
Pre-selection : October 2022.
An email will be sent to let the candidate know whether or not they have been pre-selected.
Final selection of candidates by the Heritage Committee : November 2022
The preselected candidate will have to defend his project during a video interview.
Candidates will be contacted by email prior to their interview date.
Announcement of the results from the committee : December 2022
• If the file is refused : you will receive a letter
• If the file is accepted : you will receive an announcement letter

»

Any document or extra file sent to the town hall of Saint-Laurent du Maroni after
the application deadline won’t be considered.
When a deadline matches with a bank holiday, it’s postponed to the next
business day.
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Specific performance
conditions
GENERAL
Customs formalities

The artist is responsible for obtaining all the
documents that are necessary for his stay :
vaccinations and visa, if required. A letter of
invitation can be requested from the mayor
in support of a visa request.

Copyright and reproduction rights

Research results, as well as the rights that the
candidate may or could hold on any work,
remain the property of the candidate. The
town of Saint-Laurent du Maroni reserves the
right to reproduce these in its publications.

Failure to comply

A candidate who cannot carry out the
planned activity in whole or in part, which
leads to a major change in the project or to
the completion schedule, must immediately
contact the Heritage Department to agree
on an arrangement, failing which the
municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni may
demand the termination of the agreement
and the reimbursement of the sums incurred.
Failure to comply with one or all of
the conditions of completion may also
compromise the candidate’s eligibility for
registration at a later date.

Communication

The artist undertakes to provide the source
files of any communication media intended
for communication on his part (visual, poster,
press kit, etc.). The adaptation of these
media (design and printing) is ensured by the
municipality of Saint-Laurent du Maroni.
When the project leads to public activities
(shows, exhibitions or other) or to
publications, the logo of the Label, City of
Art and History, and the City of Saint-Laurent
du Maroni, or a mention of its contribution,
must appear in informational, promotional
or advertising materials.

5
5. Engraved with a knife displaying old graffiti
© Pascal Estrela
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EXHIBITIONS
Duration of the exhibition
3 months, on average.

Costs covered

The amount of the artist’s remuneration for the
duration of the exhibition as well as the costs
covered (transport and accommodation for
the opening) will be discussed after selection
of the file and before signing the agreement
setting the terms of the exhibition. The costs of
the launch are borne by the municipality.

Technical features of the
exhibition hall

The temporary exhibition hall of the Relegation
Collective has an area of 270m². The building
is made of concrete with a wooden frame.
The hall is secured with gates and a large,
padlocked metal entrance door. It is equipped
with 11 exhibition rails :
• 7 fixed, 3.50 m high x 3.50 m wide
• 4 mobiles, on wheels, 3.50 m high x 4.50
m wide.
In accordance with the regulations for
Historical Monuments, no degradation will be
tolerated. A hanging that does not meet this
criteria will be excluded from the committee’s
selection.

Assembly and disassembly

The exhibitor is in charge of the assembly and
dismantling of the exhibition. An agent from
the Heritage Department will assist the artist
with this assembly and dismantling. The artist
shall only use the hanging points and solutions
proposed. Thumb tacks, nails, and adhesive
tape are prohibited on the walls of the Camp
de la Transportation, which is classified as a
Historic Monument.
This list is not exhaustive.

6

Use of the hall

An inventory shall be completed before and
after the exhibition. Exhibition dates and
opening times are determined by the Heritage
Department. A guard will ensure the security
of the works and of the hall, during opening
hours, and will also guide visitors. The hall is
cleaned twice per week.

Insurance

The exhibitor shall provide a detailed list of
the exhibited works (numbers, titles, prices) so
that the Municipality can insure them for the
duration of the exhibition.

Launch

The opening will be organised by the
municipality, for 50 people. It takes place on
the first Friday of the exhibition from 6 PM. The
invitations are issued by the Municipality of
Saint-Laurent du Maroni in consultation with
the artist.

Sale of works

If the artist wishes to sell his work, he submits
the list and price of each work to the Heritage
Department, which puts potential buyers in
contact with the artist. No sales can be made
through the Department.

Mediation of the exhibition

The artist and the municipality of Saint-Laurent
du Maroni will jointly design educational tools
intended to accompany the exhibition through
a guided tour. The municipality of SaintLaurent du Maroni shall be responsible for the
printing of these.
6. Permanent CIAP exhibition
© City of Saint-Laurent du Maroni
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RESIDENCIES
Duration of the residency
2 months.

Working conditions

A working space is made available at Camp
de la Transportation. A bicycle is also
available for use, if they wish.

Expenses covered

The sum of 4,000 euros allows the resident
to cover the costs of his personal insurance,
travel, living expenses and the costs of
carrying out the project, for a residency
lasting 2 months. Round-trip transport for
the artist is also covered (from home to place
of residence as well as accommodation and
cocktails when returning at the end of the
residence).

Restitution

The artist is required to offer a restitution
which will be organised over an evening at
the end of the residency.

7. Residency-Exhibition Amazoniak of visual artist,
Wayne Munroe – Chamane
© D.Mark
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PRACTICAL ARTISTIC AND
CULTURAL WORKSHOPS
Working conditions

The workshops will take place at Camp de
la Transportation in a hall provided for this
purpose. However, the artist may request
that they take place at another location in the
municipality, the feasibility of the project will
be examined by the Heritage Committee.

Costs covered

The artist is paid up to 50 euros per hour
(workshop time and preparation time). A
quotation will be provided by the artist once
their application has been accepted. The
equipment necessary for the achievement
of the workshop will be provided by the
municipality. Accommodation for the artist,
provided by the municipality during the
workshops, can be requested in the letter of
intent.

Support in the workshops

The workshops always take place with the
presence of an agent from the Heritage
Department, and of a teacher, where
workshops take place at a school after
agreement by the head of the establishment.

8. Artistic practice workshop by
digital artist Léa Helft
© L.Peant
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